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American Tree Farm Program: Certification, Audits, Forest Management Plans

T he Am e ri ca n T re e Fa rm S ys te m ( ATF S) wo rks to su s tain fo re s ts , wa te rsh e ds an d he alth y wil dli fe ha bi ta ts th ro ug h th e p o we r o f p ri va te
s te wa rd shi p b y o ffe ri ng af fo rda ble fo re st ce rtifi cati o n fo r fa mil y fo re st l an d o wne rs i n the Uni ted S ta tes .

AT FS h a s un d e rg o ne ma n y ch an g es si n ce i ts b e gin ni n gs in 1 94 1 a nd is n o w re cog ni ze d i n te rn a tio nall y a s a c redi ble fo res t ce rtifi ca tio n s ys -

te m . So wh at d oe s thi s ce rti fi ca ti on m ea n to yo u ? ATF S ce rti fie s la n do wn e rs to th e Ame ri ca n Fo re s t F ou n da ti o n’s ( AFF) S ta n da rd s o f S u stai n -
abili ty fo r F o re s t Ce rtifi ca tio n to h elp e nsu re all m a rke ts a re a vaila ble fo r e a ch T re e F a rme r’s wo od . A thi rd p a rty i s use d to au di t T re e Fa rm

p ro g ra m s in ea ch s ta te . T h e Ame ri ca n T ree Fa rm S ys te m u se s an AN SI -AS Q N a tio n al Acc re dita tio n Boa rd ( AN AB) a cc re di te d ce rti fi ca ti o n
bo d y. Au dit tea m s f ro m the se ce rti fi ca ti on b o die s e xa mi n e T re e F a rm s F o r o n th e g ro u n d co n fo rm a n ce to the AFF S ta n da rd s o f S u s ta ina bil -

ity.
T he P ro g ra m m e fo r th e E n do rs e me n t o f F o re s t Ce rti fi ca ti o n (P E F C) is an i n de pe n de n t, n on -p ro fi t, no n -go ve rn m en tal o rga ni za ti o n, fo u n de d in

19 9 9 whi ch p ro m o te s su s tai na bl y m an a ge d fo re s ts th rou g h in de p en d en t thi rd pa rty ce rti fi ca ti on . Th e P EF C p ro vid e s a n as su ran ce m ech a -

ni sm to p u rcha se rs o f wo o d a nd pa pe r p rod u c ts th at the y a re p ro m o ti n g the su stai na ble m an a ge m e nt of fo re s ts. ATF S ha s b ee n e n do r se d b y
P EF C whi ch m ea n s you r T ree Fa rm i s p a rt o f th e wo rl d ’s l a rge s t fo res t ce rti fi ca ti o n s ys te m. A tre m e n do u s a m o un t of wo rk ha s be en p u t fo rth

to gai n thi s e n do rs e m en t. An d m o re wo rk will b e re q ui re d b y T ree F a rm e rs to m ai n tai n th at p re s ti ge .
Re me m b e r th o se Sta nd a rd s o f S u stai na bili ty me n tio n ed ea rli e r? T h e AFF S ta n da rd s fo cu s on the i ssu es c ri ti cal to m ain tai nin g su s tai n ab le

fo re s t p ra cti ce s o n p ri va te fo re stl a nd s i n the Uni ted S ta tes , s u ch a s re fo re s ta ti on , ai r, wa te r a nd soil p rote c tio n , fi s h, wil dlif e a n d bi odi v e rsi ty,

an d woo d fi b e r h a rve s t . T h e AFF S ta n da rd s a re de vel op e d i n de pe n de n tl y of the ATF S ce rti fi ca ti on p ro g ra m b y a n o utsi de pa n el o f sta k e -
hol d e rs . Th e S ta nd a rds ha ve to be re vie we d p e rio di call y an d , i f n e ce s sa ry, u p -g ra de d .

The 2010-2015 Standards we re de velo pe d b y an ind epe nd en t pa nel of e xpe rts , re p re sen tin g acade mia , co n se rva tion o rga niza tio ns , Fed eral an d
Sta te g o ve rnm en ts , l an do wn e rs , an d fo re s te rs .

Th ere a re si x thi ng s to kno w ab ou t the ne w S ta nda rds

 Th e Stan da rd s were de vel ope d specif ically for small woodland owne rs .
 Th e ma nag em en t pla n re qui re me n ts s trea mlin e th e p ro ce ss fo r la nd o wn ers to pa rtici pate i n USD A co nse rvati on in cen ti ve p rog ra m s.
 Th e 2 01 0 -2 015 S ta nd a rd s re qui re main te na nce o f spe cial cul tu ral a nd e n viron me n tal sites [hi s to ri cal, a rche ologi cal , geolo gi cal, biol ogi cal

and e colo gical sites] .
 Pe riodi c m oni to rin g ha s bee n ad ded to en co u ra ge l an do wn e rs to m oni to r thei r woo dlan ds fo r chan ge s th at co uld i nte rfere wi th thei r m an -

age me nt o bje c ti ves .
 La nd o wne rs a re en co u ra ged to m a ke p ra cti cal e ffo rts to p re ven t , e ra di ca te o r othe rwis e co n trol i n va sive sp ecie s u sin g a ra nge o f i nte -

grated pe s t ma na ge men t m etho ds .
 Th e ne w S tan da rd s we re o ffi ciall y rele ased Ja nua ry 1 , 20 10, a nd Tree Fa rme rs will ha ve o ne yea r to e nsu re thei r m ana ge me nt pla n s a nd

ma nag em en t ac ti vi ties mee t the S tan da rd s .

Th re e s ta te p ro gra ms in the S ou th ern Regi on o f th e N ati onal Tree Fa rm system we re a udi ted in 2 009 . T h ree m o re a re bei ng au dited this ye ar. Ne xt
ye ar, the Te nn es se e prog ra m will b e a udi te d. Se ve ral Te nn es see T ree Fa rms will be ra nd o ml y sele c ted a nd visi ted b y the a udi t te am . T he p re sen ce
of a go od fores t m ana ge me nt pl an is the m os t in teg ral pa rt o f the T re e F a rm ce rti fi cati on p roces s. In sp ec tin g fo res te rs who con du c t i nitial ce rt ifica -
tion s an d fi ve -ye a r rei nspe cti on s are re spon sibl e fo r m a king su re a n up -to -da te plan is in pla ce tha t it ad eq ua tel y de sc ri be s the la nd a nd the re co m -
me nde d ma na ge men t a cti vi tie s. T he q uality a nd co mple te nes s o f th e plan g o a lo ng wa y in p ro vi ding use ful d o cu me ntati on tha t the la nd o wn e r do es ,
indee d, mee t the req uirem en ts ne ces sa ry fo r T ree Fa rm ce rti ficati on. To wa rd tha t e nd , T he Te nn es see Di vi sio n o f Fo re s try ( TD F) an d th e Ame ri can
T ree Fa rm S ystem h a ve de velop ed te m pla tes tha t can be use d i n the de vel op me nt o f ne w fo re st man age me n t plan s. The se te mpla te s a re i nte nde d
as a help ful g uide a nd a re n ot a req ui re men t in i tself . T he T DF te m plate i s mo dele d to mee t the ne ed s of b oth the AF F Stan da rd s as well as th e
Te nne s see S te wa rdship P ro g ra m. I t co n tain s all o f the ma jo r se c tio ns req ui red in T ree Fa rm ma na ge men t pla ns a cco rdi ng to the AFF S tan da rd s of
Su staina bility for F ores t Ce rti ficati on ..
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FROM TENNESSEE FORESTRY ASSOCIATION
By: Candace Dinwiddie, TFA Executive Director

Wildlife Updates to Management Plans
Contact: Bob Simpson, American Tree Farm System

Und er the 2 01 0- 20 15 AFF S tan dard s , Tree Far m er s ar e r eq uired to a ddre s s the ha bi ta t of thr ea te ned or e nd an gere d wildli fe spe cie s . Thi s m ean s
you h a ve to kn ow if you h a ve a n y threa te ne d or en dan ger ed spe cie s on yo ur Tre e Far m an d, if yo u do , ho w to main tain or en ha n ce t heir ha bi-
ta t.

Fore st o w ner s are n ot re quir ed to do a n e xh au s ti ve sear ch for thre atene d or en da nger ed spe cie s on th eir pro per ty. Yo u ar e e xp ec t e d to m a ke a
goo d-f ai th e ffor t to fi nd o ut if th ere are kno wn o ccurr en ce s of a thr ea te ned or e nda ng ere d sp eci es o n yo ur pro per ty. If there ar e kno w n o ccu r-
ren ce s of thre a ten ed or en da ng ered spe cie s o n the pro per ty, the n the for es t o wn er m a y be re quire d to m a ke pr o visi on s f or their p ro te c tio n i f
sp eci fied b y r eg ula tio n. Co n ta c tin g th e s ta te Natural Re so ur ce or Fi sh & Ga me ser vi ce rep re sen tati ve i s u suall y an e ff ec ti ve wa y to fi nd o u t i f a
fore s t pro per ty is kno w n to co ntain a thre aten ed or en da ng ered spe cie s . Thr ea te ned or e nd an gere d sp eci es li s ts are mai n tai ned b y th e US Fish
& Wildlife Serv ice i n a c cor da nce wi th th e En da nge red Sp eci es Ac t
(h ttp: //e co s .fw s.go v/ te ss_p ubli c/ ). Th e Tennessee Na tural Heritage Inventory Progra m
(h ttp: // w ww .s ta te . tn .u s/ en vir on m en t/ na/ nh p .sh tml ) an d the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
(h ttp: // w ww .s ta te . tn .u s/ twra / ) are bo th l oa ded wi th a w eal th o f i nf or ma tio n abo u t r are pla n ts a nd a ni mal s i n
Ten ne ssee . Plea se con sul t th e AT FS we b site for a ddi tio nal re so urces o n threa tene d or en da nger ed spe cie s ( w ww . tree far m sys te m .or g) .

Fore st o w ner s are en coura ge d to co nsul t wi th a n a tur al re sour ce pr ofe s sio nal f or a s si s tan ce in pl an nin g to pro te c t threa te ne d an d e nd an gere d
sp eci es . M ea sur es for ha bi ta t pro te c tio n s ma y i ncl ud e:

• no me ch ani cal e n tr y i n the h abi ta t are a
• re stri c te d pe s tici de u se in the habi ta t ar ea
• re sid ual tr ee m ain te na n ce i n the ha bi ta t area

• bu f fer zone e s ta blis h me n t a nd mai n ten an ce ar ou nd the h abi ta t are a
• h un tin g or fi shi ng re s tric ti on s
• si gn age or mar ki ng o f the ha bi ta t area

The Tennessee Forestry Association (TFA) is glad to provide a
legi sl a ti ve up d a te for o ur Tr ee Far m er s i n the Volu n tee r S ta te . A t
T FA , w e h o pe yo u will c o n sid er joi ni n g o ur or ga ni za tio n i f yo u ar e
no t al re ad y a m e m be r, a n d en sur e th a t Tre e Far m er s’ voi ce s ar e
he ar d i n the hall s o f Legi sl a ti ve Pl a za a nd o n Ca pi tol Hill i n Te n ne s -
se e . A m e m b er shi p a ppli c a ti on to j oi n th e T en n e sse e Fore s tr y Asso -
ci a tio n i s a vail a ble o n -li ne a t h ttp:/ / w w w . tn fo re s tr y. co m / Ab ou t_ T FA /
Joi n _T FA /

TFA Announces Position Sta te ment on Possib le T N Div ision o f
Forestry Staf f Reduction

Th e Te n ne ssee For e s tr y Asso ci a tio n i s ver y co n cer ne d a b o u t th e
po ssi bili ty o f l o si n g T e n ne sse e Di vi sio n of Fo re s tr y a re a fo re s ter
po si ti o n s a s w ell a s se ve ral T D F Na sh vil le s ta f f f or es ter s . Fu ndi n g
fo r th e se p o si ti on s i s n o t i n cl ud e d i n the b ud g e t p re se n te d to th e
Ge n er al A s se m bl y b y G o ver n or Br ed e se n e arli er thi s year . T h e G o v-
er nor h a s re co m m e nd e d pa ssi n g “ te ch ni cal cor re c ti o n s” l e gi sla ti o n
tha t pr o vid e s f or th e co n ti n ua n ce o f the se T D F p o si ti on s , b u t al s o
in cl ud e s ad di ti o nal ta xe s o n ca bl e T V a n d o th er n e w r e ve nu e
sou r ce s . T FA h a s w ri tte n a po si ti o n s ta te m e n t on th e ne e d to kee p
the se T D F p o si tio n s a s w ell a s the i m po r ta n t n ee d to ha ve a s tro n g
s ta te fo re s tr y a g en cy. T h e T FA s ta te m e n t w a s ha n d d eli ver e d b y
m e m b er s o f the a s so ci a ti on ’s b oa rd o f di re c tor s to e ver y m e m b e r o f
the T en n e sse e Ge ne ral A s se m bl y d u rin g Tr ee D a y a t the Le gi sla tur e
on M ar ch 1 7. Th e s ta te m e n t i n di ca te s T FA ’s s tr on g su p por t f or th e
lea de r sh ip an d s ta f f a t th e T e n ne ssee Di vi si o n o f Fore s tr y a n d h a s
be e n m ad e a vaila bl e to m edi a a nd o the r o rg a ni za ti o n s an d co m m u -
ni ca ti o n s so ur ce s. T FA’ s po si ti o n s ta te m en t i s a va ila bl e o n -li n e o n
the a sso ci a ti on w e b si te a t h ttp: // w w w . tn for es tr y. co m/ cu s tpa g e.c fm /
fr m / 39 2 2 6/ se c_id / 3 92 2 6/ n e w s_i d/ 1 3 43 2 .

Tre e Far m er s m a y wa n t to co n ta c t yo ur lo cal Ho u se a n d Se n a te
m e m b er s to le t the se fol ks kn o w yo ur f eeli n g s o n th e p o ssi bili ty of
lo si ng the se i m p or ta n t T en n e sse e Di vi si on of For e s tr y po si t io n s .

Th e T e nn e sse e Ge ne ral A s se m bl y w eb si te i s
w w w .l e gi sla tur e . s ta te . tn .u s .

Othe r Issue s of Intere st:

For e s t Pr o du c t Fair n es s Ac t
HB2 9 1 0 b y J o hn Ti d wel l ( D ) Ne w Jo h n son vill e SB2 8 0 3 b y D o ug
Ja ckso n ( D) Di ckso n

Th i s l e gi sla ti o n s ta te s th a t a n y in ce n ti ve s to su pp or t the p ur cha se o f
fo re s t p ro d u c ts tha t sho ul d b e pr o vi d ed i n n e w for e s tr y pro d u c ts
in du s tr y l oo ki n g to m o ve to Te n ne ssee w o ul d a l so be a vail a ble to
e xi s ti n g in d u s tr y. In ce n ti ve s a s d efi n ed i n thi s le gi sl a tio n i n cl ud e s
an y ta x e xe m p ti o n, ta x cr edi t , ta x e xc l us io n , ta x d ed u c ti o n, re b a te ,
in ve s tm e n t, co ntra c t or g ra n t m a de a va ila bl e b y th e s ta te to d ire c tl y
sup p or t the p ur ch a se of for e s t p ro d u c ts. “ In cen t i ves ” sh all n o t
m ea n a n y su ch be n efi t a vail a ble u n der s ta tu toril y p ro vid e d pro -
gr a m s .

T FA sup p or te d thi s l e gi sla ti o n . HB2 9 1 0 / SB2 8 03 ha s pa ssed the
Ho u se & Se n a te un a ni m o u sl y. Go ve rn or Br e de sen ha s si g ne d thi s
legi sl a ti o n w hi ch b e co me s l a w J ul y 1 , 2 0 1 0.

To r ea d th e e n tir e le gi sl a tio n a c ce s s th e G en er al A s se m bl y w e b si te
a t h ttp: // w a pp .capi tol . tn.g o v/a p p s/ Bil l Inf o/ D efa ul t .a sp x?
Bill Nu m b e r = HB2 9 1 0 .

2010 Importa nt Ele ction Cycle fo r T ree Fa rmers

T FA r e mi n d s Tre e Far m er s th at th e 20 1 0 ele c ti o n cycl e will c er tai nl y
se t th e co u rse fo r f u tur e la n d m a na ge m e n t, ta xa tio n a nd l a nd o w n er
rig h ts i s su e s i n th e S ta te o f T e n ne ssee . T FA e n co ur a ge s Tr ee Far m -
er s to g e t to kn o w yo ur lo cal ca n di da te s an d l e t the m kn o w h o w
is sue s af f e c t you r a bili ty to gr o w tr ee s fo r pr o d u c tio n a s w ell a s re c -
rea ti o n , wil dli fe , c le an w ater , a nd vi su al q uali ty. T he 2 0 1 0 ele c ti o n

(Continued on page 3)
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The Tennessee Tree Farm Committee is pleased to introduce you
to Ms. Sharon Keen, Tennessee’s 2009 Outstanding Tree Farmer of

the Year. This annual award recognizes Tree Farmers who are do-

ing an outstanding job of forest and resource management as well
as promoting the Tree Farm Program through action and example.

The Keen Tree Farm is a working example of one person’s dedica-
tion and love of nature, both trees and wildlife.

Sharon is a native Texan whose passion for the outdoors started at
an early age. She spent several years building a love for horses

before coming to the Volunteer State. A brutal vehicle accident
nearly claimed her lif e. But , perhaps, it helped Sharon find and

build on her inner strength. The recovery from the serious injuries

would require a strong determination and that , coupled with her
long-time passion for nature, resulted in a very diverse Tree Farm

that has many stories to tell . And armed with her career as a jour-
nalist, Sharon is quite capable, and willing, to tell those stories to

anyone who wil l listen.

The 204-acre farm is in West Tennessee, located in Ramer, just a

few miles from the Mississippi state line in McNairy County. Sharon
purchased the land in February of 2000 and sought immediate for-

estry assistance. By April of the following year, a written forest

management plan was in place and being put to use. According to
University of Tennessee Extension Forester David Mercker, “Sharon

is a one-of-a-kind forest landowner – the type that is committed to
very active forest management. She desires for every acre to be

managed, and with great diversity.” And, to that extent , she’s been
very successful. As you walk through the Tree Farm you will find

even-aged and uneven-aged stands of both pine and hardwood.
Twenty-eight (28) acres of bottomland fields have been afforested

to hardwoods as part of the CRP program and ninety-four (94)
acres on the upslope are in pine plantation. Some small group se-

lection clearcuts have been strategically placed within an older saw-

timber stand. And a new technique called “hardwood corridor thin-
ning” has been completed on a mid-rotational hardwood stand.

Hardwood corridor thinning offers a means of providing a modest
income while actively managing the forest . The farm was enrolled

in the Tree Farm program in 2003 and was runner up in this con-
test last year. Sharon’s mom and horse riding partner manages a

500-acre Tree Farm
nearby.

But trees and for-

estry a re not
Sharon’s only inter-

est. Wildlife and rec-
reation carry equal

weight . She has es-
tablished two new

wildlif e food plots
and a portion of the

CRP program acre-

age went into wildlif e
habitat . A major creek bisects the farm and adds to the general

diversity. Wel l-installed culverts and streamside management zones
protect water quality. There are several roads and trails throughout

the farm which are maintained as fire breaks, in addition, to provid-
ing access – an access that is utilized as running trails , hiking trails ,

management access and horseback trails. And, of course, hunters
are drawn to the farm every fall . But , game animals are not the

only benefactors from Sharon’s efforts. She is also an avid bird-
watcher and special plantings around the house accompanied with

numerous bird feeders make for an entertaining show while resting

on the front porch.

Sharon uses professional consulting foresters , as well as, the Ten-

nessee Division of Forestry and the University of Tennessee Exten-
sion Service to assist her with forest management decisions. But ,

then she gives back to anyone interested in forestry. She is very
active in the McNairy County Forestry Association and the Alcorn

County Forestry Association (in Mississippi) by hosting forestry field
days. In addition, she tours the UT forestry students and has been

featured in the “Alabama Treasured Forest Magazine” in the fall of

2007 and the “tree farmer” magazine in the winter of 2008. It’s
that commitment to sound forestry and the many “sizes and

shapes” it can be practiced, as well as, her desire to share it with
others that make the Tennessee Forestry Association pleased to

recognize Ms. Sharon Keen as the 2009 Outstanding Tree Farmer
of the Year.

Sharon Keen with her Mom Janice Keen

TENNESSEE’S 2009 OUTSTANDING TREE FARMER OF THE YEAR
By: Sammy Woodfin, International Paper

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE FROM TENNESSEE FORESTRY ASSOCIATION CONTINUED
By: Candace Dinwiddie, TFA Executive Director

cycl e i n cl ud e s e a ch se a t in th e Ho u se of Re pr e se n ta ti ve s , o ne hal f of th e S ta te Se n a te an d the G o ver n or’ s o f fi ce . T FA u r ge s Tr e e Fa r mer s
to co n tri b u te to o ur or ga ni za tio n’ s For e s tr y P AC ( P oli ti cal A c t io n Co m m i ttee ). T FA ’ s P AC p r o vi de s fu n din g h elp to ca ndi d a te s o n th e s ta te
le vel w h o ha ve su pp or te d o ur me m b er s a n d T re e Far m er s i n th e pa s t a nd / or ha ve voi ce d thei r de sir e to be e du ca te d a nd kn o wle d ge a b le
ab o u t ou r i s sue s a n d wi llin g to su p po r t ou r i n te re s ts i n th e fu ture . T o co n tri b u te to T FA ’ s For e s tr y P AC , Tre e Far m e r s sho ul d s e n d thei r
per so na l che ck to T FA P AC, P .O . Bo x 29 0 6 9 3 , Na sh vi lle , T N 3 7 2 29 . D ue to s ta te la w , P ACS ca n on l y a c ce p t p er son al ch e cks or che cks
fr o m LLCs . T FA e xpr e s se s tha n ks i n ad va n ce fo r co n trib u ti o n s to the P AC fo r an y a m o un t. Ea ch d olla r wil l be p u t to g oo d u se t o hel p
fu n d ca m p ai gn s fo r ca ndi d a te s w ho are fri en dl y to T re e Far m e r s a nd all o f o ur T e nn e sse e for e s t l a nd o w n er s , i n d u s tr y an d lo g ge r s.
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Changes to the American Tree Farm: inspector training is required
By: Dr. David Mercker, University of Tennessee

The American T ree Farm System undergoes a review process every five years to re-evaluate their s tandards . The
new standards went into effect January 2010. Some of the highlights /changes include:

 More emphasis is being placed on protecting special sites and high conservation forests
 Landowners are asked to monitor invasive species and pests that could interfere with the management ob-

jec tives
 Threatened and endangered species are becoming more important; the management plan must document

that an effort was made to inquire about species of concern, and if found, management should accommodate
 Landowners should manage the visual impacts of fores t management activities to the extent they can

All active T ree Farm inspectors will have until the end of this year to update their training and remain qualified to
inspect and nominate new landowners . An on-line training, developed by TF national staff, will become available in
April. Otherwise, three on-site training workshops will be offered by the University of Tennessee Extens ion. New in-
spectors must attend the on-site training; current inspectors may choose either on-line or on-site training. The on-
site trainings will occur in conjunction with the Divis ion of Forestry “Plan Writer” workshops . Tree Farm training will
meet on day one; TDF workshops meet on day two. The dates and locations for the on-site trainings include:

August 10 – Jackson – West Tennessee Research and Education Center, 605 Airways Blvd.,
August 12 – Nashville – Ed Jones Auditorium, E llington Ag Center, Hogan Rd. (next to the TDF state office)
August 17 – Knoxville – East Tennessee Research and Education Center - UT Plant Sc iences Unit, 3215 Alcoa Hwy,

(ac ross from Sevier Heights Baptist Church)

Sites are restricted to 30 participants. P re-registration is required. Please contact Susie Nicholson (David
Mercker’s sec retary) to register by August 4 th (731-425-4717). Continuing Ed. c redits will be allowed (number of
hours not yet determined).

Calendar of Events
June 13th - 18th, 2010
East TN Teacher’s Conservation Workshop
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN

July 11th - 16th, 2010
West TN Teacher’s Conservation Workshop
Pickwick Dam State Park, Pickwick Dam, TN

May 1st, 2010
TN Healthy Hardwoods Field Day
Ellington Ag Center, Nashville, TN

June 5th, 2010
TN Healthy Hardwoods Field Day
Highland Rim Experimental Forest, South of Tullahoma, TN

(please call TFA at 615-883-3832 for more information on any of these events)


